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Bradford Literature Festival 2017

Welcome to the Children
and Young Adult’s
Programme
Welcome to the third annual Bradford
Literature Festival in association with
Provident Financial Group.
We are very excited to share this
year’s children and young adult’s
programme with you. Our line-up
features some of the brightest stars
of literature, poetry, storytelling and
performance.
Within our children’s programme you will
have the opportunity to voyage around the
world’s folktales, take a trip back in time
with some fantastically great women, fly into
the stratosphere with superheroes, go on a
teddy bears’ picnic and learn how to write
your very own story. Our Harry Potter day will
transport you into the magical world of witches
and wizards, while our Myths, Legends and
Fairy Tales strand will transform City Park into
an enchanting wonderland, taken over by
dragons, princesses and Vikings. With speakers
such as Vivian French, Lari Don and Petr
Horacek there is something for all the family!
For young adults, with speakers as varied as
author Melvin Burgess, activist Juno Dawson
and broadcaster Gemma Cairney, there
are opportunities for you to get involved, be
inspired and express yourself. Whether you are
a budding poet, a Potterhead or a keen Manga
artist you are sure to find something captivating
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Book ly!
Ear
in our exciting
programme. We
have a plethora
of amazing
spoken word events,
and our Performance
Poetry Jam will open your
eyes to the possibilities of
poetry in the 21st Century.
Literature is modern,
thriving and exciting, so
come and get involved and
discuss the issues that really
matter to YOU.
During the week, our schools
programme is open to all
schools, and free to those within the Bradford
district. With a stellar line-up of some of the
best-known and most inspiring names from
across the worlds of literature, poetry and
politics, both our main programme and our
school’s events are not to be missed. This
year our guests include poets Jackie Kay
and Linton Kwesi Johnson, novelists Jeanette
Winterson, Joanna Trollope and Ben Okri,

DIRECTORS WELCOME

Syima Aslam & Irna Qureshi
Festival Directors

@bradfordlitfest

The festival would not be possible without
the generous support of our funders and
sponsors. We would like to thank our title
sponsor Provident Financial Group for their
invaluable guidance, enthusiastic support and
for extending their financial commitment for
the next five years. We would like to thank Arts
Council England and Bradford Council for
their continued funding and encouragement;
our key partner, the University of Bradford, for
vital financial and marketing support since
the festival’s inception. We are grateful to
our hotel partner, Midland Hotel, our book
partner, Waterstones, and our travel partner
Virgin Trains East Coast who have provided
infrastructure essential for
creating the festival.

Words weave a subtle magic that binds us all
together; so come along and get involved in
this magical, fantastic, entrancing, inspiring
and above all thought-provoking celebration of
the wonderful world of words!

Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

feminist Germaine Greer, and campaigner
Peter Tatchell. Our festival themes ranging from
Fairytales and King Arthur to crime fiction and
cricket with a dash sci-fi and history for good
measure, means there really is something for
everyone.

Magic &e
Adventur
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Schools Events:
Bringing the Festival to You
The Bradford Literature Festival’s school
programme offers students across Bradford
access to exciting, engaging and entertaining
literature for all ages. This year’s extensive
programme is bigger and better than ever.
It’s packed with eye-opening possibilities. We
have Manga artists, publishers, performance
poets, illustrators, journalists and more, all of
whom are happy to share their skills and show
students that there’s no singularly accepted form
of literature: it all counts. With events featuring
the Brontës, slimy slug superheroes, Islamic
history, storytelling, political poetry, feminism,
Greek myths and international relations, there
really is something for everyone.
Sitting alongside our public programme, our
school programme is integral to everything we
do. We are dedicated to offering the opportunity
to engage with amazing, life-changing
literature to all students in Bradford and believe
passionately in the power of words to open
minds and develop students as well-rounded,

interested and interesting individuals.
We can’t wait for you to join us for this unique
celebration of literacy, literature and selfexpression.
The school programme is open to all schools, free
to schools within the Bradford district and available
to students from Early Years to Sixth Form.
This year, for the first time, we have four
very special events designed with your
students in mind:
Friday 30th June – Writing Futures
Come and explore where literature can take
your students with a unique chance to find out
how to build a career in the creative industries,
thanks to our panel of expert speakers.
Recommended for KS3, 4, and 5
Monday 3rd July – Myths, Legends and
Fairy tales
Award-winning authors, Lari Don, Vivian French
and Richard O’Neill bring you a spell-binding

day all about how to craft a magical tale, with
tips and advice on how to take a story from
once upon a time to happily ever after. This is
the ideal session for budding young writers.
Recommended for KS2

Recommended for ages 12+
Friday 7th July – Performance Poetry Day
This session is an exciting chance for your
students to experience poetry performed live.
The UK’s brightest performance poets bring their
spoken word poetry to Bradford in this one-off
event that will get your students pumped up
about the potential of contemporary poetry.

Get in touch to find out more.
We look forward to welcoming you and
your students to the festival this year!
For more information, contact us at:
schools@bradfordlitfest.co.uk

@bradfordlitfest

Recommended for KS2, 3 and 4.

Author visits to schools, as well
as the chance to build a bespoke
package for your institution.

Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

Friday 7th July – Film Screening of The Boy
in the Striped Pyjamas + Q&A with Author
John Boyne
Join acclaimed author, John Boyne, for this
extra-special screening of the film adaptation
of his celebrated book The Boy in the Striped
Pyjamas.

WE’RE
ALSO OFFERING:

SCHOOL PROGRAMME

The Bradford Literature Festival schools programme offers
students of all ages, and their teachers, access to some of
the most exciting, entertaining writers working right now.
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Festival Information
Festival Hub
The Bradford Literature Festival Hub returns to
City Park for 2017, transforming the centre of
Bradford into a one-stop-shop for literature,
socialising and entertainment for all the family.
For 10 days from 30th June, City Park is the
place to be. Buy some books at the pop-up
Waterstones bookshop, watch a movie on the
Bradford Big Screen, hang out with friends or
join in the fun with one of our free family-friendly
activities. At the weekends during the Festival, the
Hub will be even livelier, with themed shows and

events celebrating superheroes, fairy tales, teddy
bears and Harry Potter. This year there will also
be a selection of food and drinks stalls, meaning
that families will have everything they need to
make their trip to the city centre a spectacular
day out, and that workers won’t have to venture
far for a delicious snack to get them through the
day.

With something for everyone,
we can’t wait to welcome you!

Accessibility and Inclusion
If you are registered disabled, you are entitled to a free ticket for your support worker or chosen
companion. Please let us know in advance if you have any specific requirements. You can contact the
festival staff directly by calling us on our box office number: 01274 238374.
We also offer free and discounted tickets to the following groups*:
Over 65s, students, benefits recipients and those in social housing, refugees and asylum seekers.
*For more information and for full terms and conditions, please visit the festival website.
All ticket prices include VAT. We cannot offer ticket refunds unless an event has been cancelled.

Please note that both children and accompanying adults will require tickets to our
children’s events. This is a health and safety measure in order comply with venue
capacity. Children under the age of two who won’t require a seat do not require a ticket.

BOOKING
Book online: www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk
Book py phone: Call the box office on 01274 238374 Monday - Friday 9am-5pm using your
credit or debit card.
Book in person: Throughout the festival, tickets will be available for purchase in person at the
Festival Hub in City Park.
However, please note that tickets will be removed from sale 30 minutes before the start of an event.
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SATURDAY

01 JULY

Superheroes
Day
Join us for a super special day and
learn everything you need to
become a true hero. The Wonder
Heroes hit City Park at 10:00am
for a day of interactive
performances, followed by a free
screening of animated adventure
Big Hero 6 at 11:30am.
Throughout the day, you can drop
into various superhero workshops,
hone your skills at the Wonder
Hero Academy or get creative and
try your hand at pop-art and
origami. Why not come dressed as
your favourite hero or invent your
own unique character to show us
on the day?

Big Hero 6
FILM SCREENING
2014 | PG | 108 mins
11.30am FREE
City Park

Fun for little kids, big kids and adults alike!
Join Robotics prodigy Hiro, his robot
Baymax and his band of high-tech heroes
for a thrilling adventure in the city of San
Fransokyo.

Join us for free events
throughout the day.
No booking required,
just drop in!
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Wonder Heroes Show

11am - 4pm FREE

The world is under threat from a virus
concocted by the evil Dr. Z; a virus that he
intends to release into Bradford’s Mirror Pool!
Luckily, Thor has spotted the threat from
Asgard and has assembled his pals,Wonder
Woman and Wonder Man, to help him.Thor
and his team of Wonder Heroes will attempt
to strike down Dr. Z in a stunning
demonstration of parkour and stage combat.

Bradford College, David Hockney Building

Wonder Hero
Academy Workshop
10:45am - 11:15am, 2pm - 2:30pm,
3.45pm - 4:15pm FREE
City Park

Drop in after the show (above) to learn how
to be a Wonder Hero and test your newfound abilities against Wonder Woman
and Thor.

Design your own character and costume
and create a heroic bookmark or stationary
clip to keep your pages safe from villains.

Superhero Cuff
Workshop
11am - 4pm FREE
Bradford College, David Hockney Building

What’s your superpower? Are you a web
spinner? A fire starter? Or an ice
warrior? Create your own power
bracelet to help you charge up.

@bradfordlitfest

City Park

Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

10:00am - 10:45am, 1:15pm - 2pm,
3pm - 3:45pm FREE

Make Your Own
Hero Workshop

SATURDAY 01 JULY

Box Office: 01274 238 374
www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk

Pop Art Kerpow
Workshop
11am - 4pm FREE
Bradford College, David Hockney Building

Create your own fabulous ‘Kerpow’
badge or room decoration, straight from
the pages of a comic.

09

SATURDAY

01 JULY
RUTH KEATTCH

STEVEN CAMDEN AKA POLARBEAR

Re:Centre, University of Bradford

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David
Hockney Building, Bradford College

10am (120mins) £6 Suitable for Ages 7+
2pm (120mins) £6 Suitable for Ages 12+

Manga Workshop

Are you a budding
artist? Have you ever
wondered how to create
weird and wonderful
Manga characters? This is
your chance to work with a professional
Manga artist, from the team at
Sweatdrop Studios, to learn insider
secrets and master the art of Manga.
Sweatdrop Studios has been creating
original comics and artwork for over 15
years and their team includes
professional illustrators and writers with
numerous accolades and awards in the
comic industry. In this event, artist and
illustrator, Ruth Keattch, will be on
hand to give you all the advice you need
to hone your craft.

Masterga!
Man
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10:30am (60mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 7+

Interactive
Poetry with
Polarbear

Are you a poet who doesn’t yet know it?
Join Polarbear (aka Steven Camden), one of
the UK’s most sought-after spoken word
poets, for a unique, interactive event in
which he needs YOUR help to finish his
new poem.
Come and explore the power of language in
this fun, inspiring and creative performanceled workshop.

ALISON BROWN

KATE PANKHURST

City Library

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre,
David Hockney Building, Bradford College

11am (60mins) FREE Children’s Event
Ages 5+ Please book in advance

Mighty
Mo

11.45am (60mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 5+

Fantastically
Great Women
Who Changed
the World

Join bestselling author and illustrator, Alison
Brown, to hear the hilarious story of Mighty
Mo and keep your little superhero
entertained as they draw along with Alison
illustrating some of the animals found in the
Golden Dodo Zoo.

A realrhero
Supe ry
sto

Bursting with beautiful illustrations and
astounding facts, Fantastically Great Women
Who Changed the World is the perfect
introduction to some of the incredible
women who have helped to shape the world
in which we live.

@bradfordlitfest

In this magnificent story, we learn that
heroes come in all shapes and sizes and that
everybody, no matter how big or small they
are, is amazing at something.

Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

At the Golden
Dodo Zoo, Mo
the raccoon is
bored, bored,
bored. There must be something
amazing he can do! But when Big Ron the
robber starts causing trouble, it’s up to
Mighty Mo to save the day!

SATURDAY 01 JULY

Box Office: 01274 238 374
www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk

In this fun and interactive reading, author
Kate Pankhurst (a descendent of Emmeline
Pankhurst) welcomes you to fly through the
skies with explorer Amelia Earhart, make
mind-boggling discoveries with scientist
Marie Curie and explore the astounding
lives of Frida Kahlo, Anne Frank and more.
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SATURDAY

01 JULY
SUE DYDE

JASON BERESFORD

City Library

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre,
David Hockney Building, Bradford College

12:30pm (60mins) FREE children’s Event
Ages 3+ Please Book in Advance

Whatever Next!
Storytelling with
Sue Dyde

1pm (60mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 6+

The Fabulous
Four Fish Fingers
When a pants-eating anteater escapes from
prison and sweets start going missing across
town, there’s only one group that can save the
day: The Fabulous Four Fish Fingers (Gary, Bel,
Ruby and Morris, to their mums).

Baby Bear’s got a very important mission,
but can he make it to the moon and back
before bath time? First, he needs to find a
rocket, a pair of space boots and a space
helmet – surely, he must be able to find
them in the house!

In this fantastic, hilarious event, author Jason
Beresford invites you
to become the fifth
Fish Finger and
help take on the
world’s most
dastardly super
villains.

Come and join Baby Bear on a wonderful
space adventure as he soars high into the
night sky, makes friends with an owl and has
a picnic on the moon, all before his mum
calls him for bath time.
Storyteller Sue Dyde brings to life one of
Jill Murphy’s most beloved and
imaginative books, Whatever Next!.
For all the little explorers who let their
imaginations run wild, join Sue in this lively
event of stories, poems and adventure!
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n
Trouble i er!
t
Tumches

CHRIS HAUGHTON
City Library
2pm (60mins) FREE Children’s Event
Ages 3+ Please Book in Advance

Goodnight
Everyone

NATASHA FARRANT, OLIVIA LEVEZ,
LISA WILLIAMSON
Small Hall, Richmond Building,
University of Bradford
2pm (60mins) £6 YA Event Ages 13+

Rebel
Girls

@bradfordlitfest

Exploding with glorious, vibrant colour,
Goodnight Everyone is a beautiful read for the
littlest and biggest among us.

Your parents told you not to stay out late,
teachers told you not to be too
opinionated and your friends warned you
against being too clever.

Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

Pushing boundaries and challenging
expectations is the prerogative of teenage
girls. They told you not to do something
so, naturally, you broke the rules. After all,
some rules were made to be broken.
Join woodland families of all shapes and sizes
- from the tiniest mouse to the biggest bear
- as they say “goodnight!” in this interactive
reading of Chris Haughton’s gorgeously
illustrated, starlit bedtime story.

SATURDAY 01 JULY

Box Office: 01274 238 374
www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk

The rebellious teenager is no new
phenomenon and literature has featured
some of the feistiest young female characters
who are interesting, relatable and
empowering and have shattered the
stereotype of the moody, melodramatic teen
girl.
Join our panel of female authors, Natasha
Farrant, Lisa Williamson and Olivia Levez,
and their trio of heroines, as they discuss
rebellious girls who are unafraid to break
boundaries, make mistakes and be
themselves.
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SATURDAY

01 JULY
ANDY COPE

GEMMA CAIRNEY, MEHMOONA PARVEZ

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre,
David Hockney Building, Bradford College

Great Hall, Richmond Building, University of
Bradford

2:15pm (60mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 7+

3pm (60mins) £6 YA Event Ages 13+

All About Me

Spy
Dog
Forget 007, it’s
time to meet
GM451: the
Spy Dog –
and the first
of her kind.
In Andy
Cope’s
bestselling
children’s series, Lara (the
world’s first Secret Service mongrel) finds
herself in the midst of adventure, fighting
crime and injustice while trying not to get
too fond of the family she’s chosen to look
after her.
Come along on a hugely entertaining top
secret mission with author, Andy Cope, as
we follow in Lara’s paw prints to uncover
evil masterminds and have a lot of fun along
the way.

out
Sniffingr!
dange
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Being young isn’t always easy. Either
someone’s telling you that you need to
think about your future and act like an
adult, or you’re frustrated because you’re
being treated like a child and can’t do what
you want.
Life throws all kinds of curveballs at you,
from the spots on your face to the loves of
your life.
Gemma Cairney, former fashion stylist,
Radio 1 DJ, and author of Open: A Toolkit
for How Magic and Messed Up Life Can Be
joins us for an open and honest debate
about the issues that can affect all young
people.
In conversation with local campaigner, 16
year old Mehmoona Parvez, Gemma will
discuss the big, bad and beautiful things that
growing up is all about: from relationships
to families to mental health and everything
in between.

STEVEN CAMDEN, SARAH MUSSI

MARK SMITH

Small Hall, Richmond Building,
University of Bradford

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre,
David Hockney Building, Bradford College

3:15pm (60mins) £6 YA Event Ages 13+

3:30pm (60mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 7+

What’s in My
Head?

SATURDAY 01 JULY

Box Office: 01274 238 374
www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk

Slugboy Saves
the World
Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

Whether these things are happening at home,
at school, or socially, they are a normal part of
growing up. If you’re feeling lost, helpless, or
even just a little bit low, reading a good book
can make you feel less alone and equip you
with the tools needed to take positive steps in
life.
Event chair Steve Dearden will be joined by
acclaimed YA authors, Steven Camden,
(Nobody Real) and Sarah Mussi, (Room Empty)
to talk about how mental health issues can
affect young people and how they are writing
books that get what you’re going through.

In Mark Smith’s hilarious book, 11-year-old
Murdo McLeod (aka ‘Slugboy’) is the
world’s worst superhero.
Thanks to a strangely tasty-looking
radioactive garden slug, Murdo now has a
host of not-so-super and oh-so-gross
abilities that he must use to save the world.
In this fun, interactive session, hear about
Slugboy’s
adventures and
help Mark think
of silly names,
terrible powers
Not your
and ridiculous
typical
weaknesses to
ro!
make the worst
Super He
superhero ever!

@bradfordlitfest

Taking care of yourself means taking care of
your mind. There has long been a stigma
surrounding mental health issues that has
meant young people are often reluctant to
talk about things that might be getting them
down.

15

SUNDAY

02 JULY

Join a whole host of fairy tale
friends as they turn Bradford into a
magical, mythical wonderland. The
Grimm Mash Up starts at 10:00am
with an interactive performance
adventure featuring everybody’s
favourite characters, followed by a
free screening of DreamWork’s
Shrek at 11:30am.
We’ll also have free workshops
throughout the day where you can
show off your fairy tale talents,
create your own fire breathing
dragon or paper lantern and even
make your own Rune script!
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Shrek
FILM SCREENING
2001 | U | 95 mins
11:30am FREE
City Park

This classic family favourite is just as
much fun for mum and dad as it is for
the kids! Join Shrek and Donkey as they
set out to rescue Princess Fiona and meet
a whole host of fairy tale characters
along the way.

Fire Breathing
Dragons Workshop

10am - 10:45am, 1:15pm - 2pm,
3pm - 3:45pm FREE

11am - 4pm FREE

City Park

The evil witch has ventured out from her
candy cottage in the woods to look for some
tasty children. Rapunzel has discovered the
wicked plan and is looking for fearless
friends to join her, Rumpelstiltskin and
Little Red Riding Hood on their mission to
stop the witch!

10:45am - 11:15am, 2pm - 2:30pm,
3:45pm - 4:15pm FREE
City Park

After the show, join us to prove your own
unique talent! Share your amazing gift with
our crew of talent-hungry goblins and become
a fairy tale sensation!

Come along and create your very own
dragon! These fearsome creatures blow
ribbons of flame from their mouths.

Fairy Tale Lanterns
Workshop
11am - 4pm FREE
Bradford College, David Hockney Building

Create a magical paper lantern based
on a famous fairy tale house; you can
make yours as simple or as extravagant
as you like!

@bradfordlitfest

Goblins’ Got Talent
Workshop

Bradford College, David Hockney Building

Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

The Grimm
Mash Up Show

SUNDAY 02 JULY

Box Office: 01274 238 374
www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk

Viking Runes
Workshop
11am - 4pm FREE
Bradford College, David Hockney Building

Make a Rune script, decorating wooden
coins with Viking symbols to help
protect against fearsome warriors and
marauding monsters.
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SUNDAY

02 JULY
GARETH BROOKES

LARI DON

Re:Centre, University of Bradford

Michele Sutton, Bradford College

10am & 2pm (120mins) £6 Suitable for
Ages 7+

10:30am (60mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 7+

Embroidery
Comics Workshop

Spellchasers
&
Magic ture!
adven

Magic, adventure and
danger collide in Lari
Don’s exciting fantasy
trilogy, Spellchasers, as
Molly Drummond finds
herself on the receiving end
of a particularly nasty witch’s curse!
Have you always wanted to make your own
comic? Now you have the chance to work
with an award-winning comics artist to
create your own pieces – with a twist.
Gareth Brookes makes weird and humorous
graphic novels using experimental materials.
In this unique event, you will be taught
three or four basic stitches with which to
create your own bespoke embroidery
artwork.
With Gareth’s help, you will create a
beautiful embroidered piece to take home
and treasure.
This event is suitable for ages 7+
however, children under ten years old
will require the help of an adult. All
materials will be supplied.
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Along with four magical classmates – a
kelpie, a dryad, a sphinx and a mysterious
toad – Molly balances her time between
doing her homework and going on
dangerous quests to solve
her curse conundrum.
Join author, Lari Don,
in this spellbinding
event as she reads from
her new book and
talks about the myths
and legends that
inspire her.

KATE GRIFFIN, PEADAR Ó GUILÍN,
SARAH MUSSI

JOHN SIDDIQUE

Small Hall, University of Bradford

Seminar Room 1, David Hockney Building,
Bradford College

10:30am (75mins) £6 YA Event Ages 13+

10:30am (120mins) £6 YA Event Ages 13+

Out of this World

Join event chair, Steve Dearden, and our
expert panel for this fantastic foray into
fiction and discover the world as you’ve
never seen it before.

Have you ever kept a diary? If you have,
you’ll know the powerful feeling of putting
your thoughts to paper and telling your
greatest secrets to somebody who will never
judge you.
John Siddique has been described as one of
the best poets of a generation, but he also
knows the power that journalling can have
on improving our mental health and wellbeing.

@bradfordlitfest

This event brings together three novelists at
the cutting edge of YA fantasy. Sarah Mussi’s
The Snowdonia Chronicles follow one girl’s
monumental fight against the evil forces
tearing her home apart, while Peadar Ó
Guilín’s The Call and Kate Griffin’s Magicals
Anonymous series bring dystopian visions of
the future into chilling reality where young
people are the only hope for change.

Journalling
Workshop
Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

The fantasy genre is one of the best-loved
genres in YA fiction, with obvious favourites
such as Harry Potter and His Dark Materials
living on in the imagination into adulthood.
Often, in these books, it is up to a young
hero or heroine to save the day.

SUNDAY 02 JULY

Box Office: 01274 238 374
www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk

In this exclusive workshop, John will offer
practical tips and guidance on how to keep a
journal and how to get the most out of the
writing experience.
This session will be great fun for beginners
and experienced writers alike. Please bring a
notebook and pen with you.
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SUNDAY

02 JULY
VIVIAN FRENCH, PETR HORÁCEK
Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre,
David Hockney Building, Bradford College
11:45am (60mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 7+

Creating Stories

Acclaimed children’s author,Vivian French, and award-winning
illustrator, Petr Horácek, need your help to create an amazing
new book!

Fuel your ion!
imaginat

Come along and lend a hand as they write and illustrate a book
from scratch in this creative and participatory workshop, all
about how a story gets made.
With your help, they will create a brand new story and show you how to make your ideas come
to life with nothing but a pen and a piece of paper.
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PAUL BATTEN

PETR HORÁCEK

David Hockney Building, Bradford College

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre,
David Hockney Building, Bradford College

1pm (45mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 5+

A Dragons Tale:
Performance

1pm (60mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 3+

Storytelling with
Pictures

Using puppets, music, beautiful scenery and
a little bit of magic, The Dragon’s Tale is a
captivating performance, based on the
legend of the Lambton worm, written and
performed by Paul Batten of Theatrix Arts.

Much-loved characters like Puffin Peter,
Blue Penguin and Silly Suzy Goose, have
been brought to life by award-winning
Czech illustrator Petr Horacek, whose
storybook The Mouse Who Reached the
Sky was shortlisted for the IBW book award
in 2016.

@bradfordlitfest

Foolishly, John Lambton throws the strange,
googly-eyed fish back into the river. It grows
and grows and GROWS until…well, you’ll
have to come along and find out!

Perhaps you’re a budding illustrator, or
maybe you just love colourful characters!

Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

Have you ever wondered how your
favourite illustrations were created?

H!
AAAGGH n!
A Drago

SUNDAY 02 JULY

Box Office: 01274 238 374
www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk

Join Peter for this intimate storytelling event
and watch him bring to life some of his
most heart-warming characters with a live
drawing session.
Suitable for anybody, from age
3 to 103.
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SUNDAY

02 JULY
MELVIN BURGESS, JUNO DAWSON,
TARIQ MEHMOOD
Norcroft Centre Auditorium,
University of Bradford
2pm (75mins) £6 YA Event Ages 13+

The Books They
Don’t Want You
to Read

PAUL BATTEN
David Hockney Building, Bradford College
2:15pm (60mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 5+

A Dragon’s Tale:
Workshop

Why do some schools and parents ban
books that they claim are dangerous? What
messages might be hidden in their pages that
authority figures find threatening?
Books on subjects such as sexuality,
radicalisation and race can help us navigate
our way through otherwise hidden issues
and those that could be considered
dangerous can also be the ones that have the
biggest potential to change the way we think
about the world. So, should YA fiction be
censored to solely focus on subjects which
are deemed “suitable” and “appropriate” for
teenagers?

The fantastical puppets featured in A
Dragon’s Tale brought the old folk tale of the
Langton Worm to life. Now is your chance
to meet the puppets themselves and even
create your very own dragon!

Our panel, chaired by Steve Dearden,
includes the founding father of YA fiction,
Melvin Burgess, whose first novel Junk
sparked national debate, along with Tariq
Mehmood, author of The Song of Gulzarina
and Juno Dawson, author of Margot & Me.
Join our authors as they discuss the
“dangerous” books that they think you need
to read.

In this fun and creative workshop, you will
have the opportunity to create your own
dragon puppetry and learn some of the
tricks of the trade that could help you to
become a master puppeteer!
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Join Paul Batten, artistic director of Theatrix
Arts, for a behind-the-scenes glimpse at the
puppet theatre, where he will share the
secrets of bringing magical creatures to life
on the stage.

ZANIB MIAN

SAVIOUR PIROTTA

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre,
David Hockney Building, Bradford College

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre,
David Hockney Building, Bradford College

2:15pm (60mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 3+

3:30pm (60mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 7+

My Dad’s Beard

Prickly
& tickly

Jump aboard
and buckle up
for a journey
into the fantastic
worlds of myth
and legend with your captain, intrepid
folktale explorer, Saviour Pirotta.

Saviour is a bestselling children’s author,
renowned for his adaptations of ancient tales.
Join him on a richly illustrated tour of six
continents through different storytelling
traditions from every corner of our globe.
Perfect for adventurers big and small, these
entertaining and beautifully told folktales
will transport you to
snow-capped
mountains, burning
hot deserts and
deep green jungles.

@bradfordlitfest

Following the
reading, Zanib will
lead a fun
workshop for little
fingers, giving you
the chance to
make a beard of
your very own
(as long and as
tickly as you
want!).

From Japan
to the Amazon!

Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

Join author, Zanib Mian, as she reads from
her wonderful picture book, My Dad’s Beard,
told from the perspective of a young boy
who loves his father (and his beard) very
much. From tickly kisses to how it looks at
different times of the day, come along to
find out why he admires it and why
Grandma, Mum and his little sister love it
too!

Myths & Legends
From Around
the World

SUNDAY 02 JULY

Box Office: 01274 238 374
www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk

All you need to
bring is your
imagination.
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SATURDAY

08 JULY

If you go down to City Park today,
you’re sure to find a big surprise!
The Bear family and all their friends
are descending on Bradford to
hold the annual Teddy Bears’
Picnic. There will be an exciting
interactive show featuring
Goldilocks and other fairy tale
stories at 10:00am, followed by a
free screening of Britain’s favourite
bear film, Paddington, at 11:30am.
We will be holding free workshops
throughout the day to keep all the
family entertained. You could join
our bear choir, make a bear
lantern, create your own bear
costume and find out how to
invoke the spirit of a mighty bear
warrior. You could even bring your
own picnic to share with all
your new bear friends.
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The Furry Tales
10am - 10:45am, 1:15pm - 2pm,
3pm - 3:45pm
City Park

This magical performance is inspired by
Goldilocks and the Three Bears and features a
wonderful mix of other fairy tale stories. It will
introduce you to tales such as The Magic Pot,
found by the Bears on their woodland
adventures, and is the only hope of making
enough porridge to feed all the bears at the
picnic - but they’re going to need your help to
make the magic work! Why not bring your
very own picnic and favourite bear to join in
the party?

Beary Scary Masks
and Claws Workshop

SATURDAY 08 JULY

Box Office: 01274 238 374
www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk

11am - 4pm FREE
Bradford College, David Hockney Building

Transform yourself into a bear by making
a grouchy bear head and a pair of
ferocious bear claws.

Paddington
FILM SCREENING
2014 | PG | 95 mins
11.30am FREE

After a deadly earthquake destroys his home
in Deepest Darkest Peru, a young bear
makes his way to England in search of a
new life. This is a fantastically funny film for
all the family, with lots of laughs and plenty
of marmalade sandwiches!

The Bear Choir
Workshop

Bradford College, David Hockney Building

Create a beary special paper lantern
based on bear stories from around the
world!

Bear Rattle
Workshop
11am - 4pm FREE
Bradford College, David Hockney Building

@bradfordlitfest

City Park

11am - 4pm FREE

Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

Bear Lanterns
Workshop

The bear is symbolic of family and fierce
protection; invoke the spirit of the
mighty protective bear warrior with a
magical bear rattle.

10:45am - 11:15am, 2pm - 2:30pm,
3.45pm - 4:15pm FREE
City Park

When the show is over, join us for a magical
sing-along workshop to the tune of The Bare
Necessities! We’ll have you swinging and
singing as the grizzly choir comes together to
perform everyone’s favourite bear song.
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SATURDAY

08 JULY
ANTHONY ANAXAGOROU

NICK TOCZEK

Seminar Room 1, David Hockney Building,
Bradford College

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre,
David Hockney Building, Bradford College

10am (90mins) £6 Suitable for All Ages 13+

10:30am (60mins) £3 Family Event

Poetry
Workshop

Are you a budding writer? Would you like
to hone your craft under the guidance of
one of the UK’s leading spoken word poets?
In this exclusive workshop, award-winning
poet, fiction writer, essayist, publisher and
poetry educator, Anthony Anaxagorou, will
share his work process and help you develop
your powers of self-expression through the
written word.
Anthony’s started writing poetry aged just
14 and is heavily influenced by hip-hop and
rap. His emotive, raw spoken word poetry
has led him to tour extensively around the
world and earned him the 2016 BBC Young
Writer Award.
Join Anthony to nurture your talent and
strengthen your control of poetic language.
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Bears and Other
Creatures

In a special family
rrr!
show for all ages from
Grrrrrrrrr
nought to 90,
Bradford’s own globetrotting, bestselling
children’s poet and
popular performer, Nick Toczek, will be
presenting terrific tales of grizzly bears!
The event will feature a selection of bear
poems alongside bear puppetry, bear stories and
more. After all, if you go down to Bradford
Literature Festival today, you are in for a big
surprise…

JUSTIN MILES

YASIR MIRZA

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre,
David Hockney Building, Bradford College

Seminar Room 1, David Hockney Building,
Bradford College

11:45am (60mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 7+

11:45am (120mins) £6 YA Event Ages 13+

Opinion Writing
Workshop
Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

How to Become
the Ultimate
Explorer

The internet is awash with amateur
journalists, avid opinon writers who make
the most of social platforms to share their
views on everything from the news of the
day to the latest episode of 13 Reasons Why.

@bradfordlitfest

Justin Miles is one
of the world’s few
full-time explorers
and adventurers,
taking on daring
expeditions such
as high-altitude
climbs, paddle
boarding to
glaciers and delving deep
into dense jungles.
In this exciting event, Justin will discuss his
bestselling guide for would-be adventurers,
The Ultimate Explorer Guide for Kids, to give
you all the tools you need to become an
adventurer too – even in your own back
gardens! He’ll also share his own hair-raising
experiences, such as how he survived a bite
from a venomous spider and the most
disgusting thing he’s ever eaten on a polar
expedition.

SATURDAY 08 JULY

Box Office: 01274 238 374
www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk

Do you feel like you have something to say?
And if you do, where do you start? Simple:
right here.
This workshop from multi award-winning
Guardian journalist,Yasir Mirza, will give
you the skills you need to tell your own
authentic story and immerse yourself in the
world of news and journalism.
This fun event will feature games, group
discussions and time to develop your own
work on the areas that interest you most.

27

SATURDAY

08 JULY
RICHARD O’NEILL
Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre,
David Hockney Building, Bradford College
1pm (60mins) £3 Family Event

Grampanory

Believe it or not, there once was a time
before mobile phones, the Internet and flatscreen TVs. A time when tweeting was
something that birds did and when a loaf of
bread cost 4p.
Join award-winning storyteller and proud
grandad, Richard O’Neill, as he takes a
journey into the past to reveal what life was
like in simpler times and to share some of
the more surprising things that grandparents
used to get up to.
Richard’s revelations will entertain children
every bit as much as their grandparents, on
this unmissable walk down memory lane.

ZIA AHMED, DEAN ATTA, JOSHUA
IDEHEN, INDIGO WILLIAMS, ZEINA
HASHEM BECK
Henry Mitchell Hall, Bradford College
1:15pm (75mins) £6 YA Event Ages 13+

Performance
Poetry Jam

Poetry is just a load of stuffy old men whining
about how much they love daffodils and their
dead wives, right? Wrong! Poetry doesn’t have
to be boring. Poetry doesn’t have to rhyme. It
doesn’t have to be a haiku, or a sonnet, or have
stanzas. It doesn’t have to be Keats or
Wordsworth or Tennyson. Poetry can be
whatever you want it to be. It can be spoken
word, rap, dub, or hip-hop. Poetry isn’t stuck in
fields of daffodils from the past. It’s here, it’s now
and it’s live.
Come to our poetry jam and hear the UK’s
pre-eminent spoken word artists including
Joshua Idehen, Indigo Williams, Dean Atta, Zia
Ahmed and Zeina Hashem Beck, as they deliver
performances that push the boundaries of
poetry’s possibilities and exemplify the diversity
of self-expression in the 21st century.
You’ll never think about poetry in the same
way again.
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PAUL LYALLS

SAVIOUR PIROTTA

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre,
David Hockney Building, Bradford College

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre,
David Hockney Building, Bradford College

2:15pm (60mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 5+

3:30pm (60mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 7+

A Funny Thing
Happened

Tales of Magic

& ver

@bradfordlitfest

Join acclaimed poet, Paul Lyalls, as he fuses
storytelling and poetry for an exciting and
humorous interactive event in which he
recounts the times A Funny Thing Happened.
You may even
be inspired to
create your
ise
own poem
Witty, w
too!
y funny

From the ancient tale of Hercules to the
wizardry and wonders of Harry Potter,
magical stories have enthralled and
entranced readers of all ages for thousands
of years.

Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

Get ready to summon shape-shifters, do
battle with banshees, conjure up witches
and wizards and defeat deadly dragons and
minotaurs!
Inspiration for writing a poem can strike at
the most unexpected times in the most
unusual of places - or even in the most
ordinary!

SATURDAY 08 JULY

Box Office: 01274 238 374
www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk

As a bestselling children’s author, Saviour
Pirotta knows a thing or two about great
stories and his adaptations of myths and
legends have captivated young readers
around the world, bringing historic tales to
new audiences.
In this enchanting storytelling session for
children and adults, Saviour will tell tales of
magic and transport you to far off lands
from the fables of yore.
Prepare to be put under a spell.
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SUNDAY

09 JULY

The festival finale takes us into the
magical world of Harry Potter,
starting with a hilarious interactive
performance “Through The Mirror
Pool” at 10:00am, followed by a
free screening of the second film in
the series, Harry Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets.

Our wonderful workshops will run
throughout the day, offering you the
chance to graduate from the
Academy of Wizards and Witches,
make your very own magic wand,
create your own Monster Book of
Monsters and magic up an owl to
deliver your most important
messages. Who fancies a
butterbeer?

Join us for free events throughout the day.
No booking required, just drop in!
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Harry Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets

Pocket Book of
Monsters Workshop

FILM SCREENING

11am - 4pm FREE

2002 | PG | 174 mins

Bradford College, David Hockney Building

11.15am FREE

Come along and create the cover for your
very own miniature monster masterpiece.
Make sure it’s suitably scary to frighten off
would-be intruders.

City Park

Harry Through the
Mirror Pool
10am - 10:45am, 2pm - 2:45pm,
3:30pm - 4:15pm FREE

Our magical wizard host has found a bottle of
Harry Potter’s memories and decides to throw
them into the mirror pool. Just like diving into
a Pensieve, he looks back at Harry’s school
years and, with the help of his band of friends,
recreates some of the most memorable
moments from his past.

The Academy of
Wizards and Witches

11am - 4pm FREE
Bradford College, David Hockney Building

Use everyday muggle materials to create
your own owl familiar! This wise old
friend will be ready to deliver all your
most important magical messages.

Beginner’s WandMaking Workshop

@bradfordlitfest

City Park

Magical Owl
Familiar Workshop

Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

In the second film in the series, Harry
Potter and his friends, Ron and
Hermione, are back at Hogwarts School
of Witchcraft and Wizardry (but only
just!), facing challenging new spells and
frightening new enemies.

SUNDAY 09 JULY

Box Office: 01274 238 374
www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk

11am - 4pm FREE
Bradford College, David Hockney Building

Create a wand of real beauty and power,
with a magical name and character to
suit. What does your perfect wand look
like?

10:45am - 11:15am, 2:45pm - 3:15pm,
4:15pm - 4:45pm FREE
City Park

After the show, join us for this 30-minute
interactive workshop where our magical mentors
will guide you through your wizarding
education.Wear your hats and robes if you have
them, as this fun performance will end with a
graduation ceremony!
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SUNDAY

09 JULY
NICK TOCZEK

MUSSARAT RAHMAN

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre,
David Hockney Building, Bradford College

Dye House Gallery, Bradford College

10:30am (60mins) £3 Suitable for All Ages

Magic and
Mythical Beasts

Come along to this family show for all ages
from nought to 90 and be introduced to an
array of fantastical animals.You’ll need to be
careful as deadly dragons will be on the
loose and spells shall be cast in this one-man
show of magic and mythical beasts!
Join Bradford’s bestselling children’s poet and
popular performer, Nick Toczek, for a
selection of mythical poems, stories, puppets
and magic tricks in an event that promises to
delight. Be there…or the dragons will get
you!

10:30am (180mins) £6 Suitable for Ages 7+

Magic Spell
Books Workshop

In this crafty workshop, learn to create a
personalised book cover for your very own
book of spells or “Grimoire”, using a variety
of arts and crafts techniques, including
texturing with paper and tissue overlay.
You might be inspired to use a selection of
magical images, symbols and text that appeal
to your magical inner-self, tapping into the
invisible spirit worlds and adding magic and
sparkle with glitter and other 2D and 3D
elements.
Inside, you can even create customised pages
by writing personalised spells and
incantations and using universal symbols
such as the sun, moon and stars.
Come and connect to your inner witch or
wizard!
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SALLY GARDNER
Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre,
David Hockney Building, Bradford College
11:45am (60mins) £3 Children’s Event Ages 7+

The Fairy
Detective Agency

Magic &
mystery

The Triwizard
Tournament

Do you know your Armando Dippet from
your Dilys Derwent? Your boomslang skin
from your bicorn horn? Now is the time to
prove that you really are the biggest
Potterhead around at our Ultimate Harry
Potter Quiz!

@bradfordlitfest

Author, Sally Gardner, will bring the
mystery and magic to life in this unique
event, as she talks about her much-loved and
bestselling series.

2pm (120mins) £3

Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

Emily Vole isn’t an
ordinary child. With a
set of strange keys, an
old shop and a cat
called Fidget, she is
the new owner of
the Fairy Detective
Agency and it’s
time to get to
business! When
fairy-snatching
enemies are on
the loose, giant
purple bunnies run riot, or
giants go missing, Wings & Co are on the
case.

City Hall Chamber

SUNDAY 09 JULY

Box Office: 01274 238 374
www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk

This wickedly difficult wizarding challenge
will feature three rounds of tantalisingly
tricky questions in our own take on the
infamous Triwizard Tournament.
The winning team will take home the
Triwizard trophy, claim the title of Triwizard
champions and earn the right to come back
next year and compete for free to defend
their title.
Eternal glory awaits those who triumph;
nobody wants to be a squib!
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At a Glance 01 July – 09 July 2017
SATURDAY 01 JULY
10:00 - 16:15

Superheroes Day

City Park

08

10:00 - 12:00

Manga Workshop

Re:Centre, University of Bradford

10

14:00 - 16:00

Manga Workshop

Re:Centre, University of Bradford

10

10:30 - 11:30

Interactive Poetry with Polarbear

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College

10

11:00 - 12:00

Mighty Mo

City Library

11

11:45 - 12:45

Fantastically Great Women Who Changed
the World

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College

11

12:30 - 13:30

Whatever Next! Storytelling with Sue Dyde

City Library

12

13:00 - 14:00

The Fabulous Four Fish Fingers

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College

12

14:00 - 15:00

Goodnight Everyone

City Library

13

14:00 - 15:00

Rebel Girls

Small Hall, Richmond Building, University of
Bradford

13

14:15 - 15:15

Spy Dog

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College

14

15:00 - 16:00

All About Me

Great Hall, Richmond Building, University of
Bradford

14

15:15 - 16:15

What’s in My Head?

Small Hall, Richmond Building, University of
Bradford

15

15:30 - 16:30

Slugboy Saves the World

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College
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SUNDAY 02 JULY
10:00 - 16:15

Fairy Tales, Myths and Legends Day

City Park

17

10:00 - 12:00

Embroidery Comics Workshop

Re:Centre, University of Bradford

18

14:00 - 16:00

Embroidery Comics Workshop

Re:Centre, University of Bradford

18

10:30 - 11:30

Spellchasers

Michele Sutton, Bradford College

18

10:30 - 11:45

Out of this World

Small Hall, University of Bradford

19

10:30 - 12:30

Journalling Workshop

Seminar Room 1, David Hockney Building,
Bradford College

19

11:45 - 12:45

Creating Stories

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College

20

13:00 - 13:45

A Dragons Tale: Performance

David Hockney Building, Bradford College

21

13:00 - 14:00

Storytelling with Pictures

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College

21

14:00 - 15:15

The Books They Don’t Want You to Read

Norcroft Centre Auditorium, University of
Bradford

22

14:15 - 15:15

A Dragon’s Tale: Workshop

David Hockney Building, Bradford College

22

14:15 - 15:15

My Dad’s Beard

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College

23

15:30 - 16:30

Myths & Legends From Around the World

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College

23

34

Teddy Bears Picnic Day

City Park

24

10:00 - 11:30

Poetry Workshop

Seminar Room 1, David Hockney Building,
Bradford College

26

10:30 - 11:30

Bears and Other Creatures

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College

26

11:45 - 12:45

How to Become the Ultimate Explorer

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College

27

11:45 - 12:45

Opinion Writing Workshop

Seminar Room 1, David Hockney Building,
Bradford College

27

13:00 - 14:00

Grampanory

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College

28

13:15 - 14:30

Performance Poetry Jam

Henry Mitchell Hall, Bradford College

28

14:15 - 15:15

A Funny Thing Happened

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College

29

15:30 - 16:15

Tales of Magic

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College

29

SUNDAY 09 JULY
Harry Potter Day

City Park

30

10:30 - 11:30

Magic and Mythical Beasts

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College

32

10:30 - 13:30

Magic Spell Books Workshop

Dye House Gallery, Bradford College

32

11:45 - 12:45

The Fairy Detective Agency

Michele Sutton Lecture Theatre, David Hockney
Building, Bradford College

33

14:00 - 16:00

The Triwizard Tournament

City Hall Chamber
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Box Office: 01274 238 374

@bradfordlitfest

10:00 - 16:15

Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest

10:00 - 16:15

FESTIVAL AT A GLANCE

SATURDAY 08 JULY

www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk
Facebook.com/bradfordlitfest
@bradfordlitfest
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To see the full festival
programme just visit
our website:
www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk
If you would like to
receive the full brochure,
join our mailing list
online and we’ll pop
one in the post!
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“

We should all know that diversity
makes for a rich tapestry, and we
must understand that all the threads
of the tapestry are equal in value
no matter what their color.
Maya Angelou
– Poet and Civil Rights Activist

Title sponsor of the
Bradford Literature Festival.

