WELCOME TO BRADFORD LITERATURE FESTIVAL’S
EIGHT PIECES OF SILVA
with PATRICE LAWRENCE
Age: This is most suitable for KS3 (aged 11-14.)
National Curriculum links: English
Themes and Activities: Developing Characters, Developing voice, Writing
narratives
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CONTENTS
 KS3 Teaching suggestions can be found here p. 3
 Teacher Resources can be found on p. 5
 Character a Character Sheet can be found on p. 6.
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KS3 English National Curriculum Links;
 To increase and further develop student’s appreciation of our rich and varied literary heritage
 To further develop student’s appreciation and love of reading
 To increase student’s knowledge of the purpose, audience for and context of novels

To increase student’s understanding of how to write for a wide range of purposes and audiences
by understanding the perspectives of different contemporary authors
 To develop student’s skills in character development

A. PRE-EVENT SUGGESTIONS
1. “On the Buses”- Creating Characters with strong voices
 In August 2020 Patrice Lawrence was interviewed by CILIP about her book “Eight Pieces of Silva”. In the
third section Patrice discusses how she creates characters with strong voices. You can find the text of
the interview here https://www.cilip.org.uk/blogpost/1637344/353119/An-Interview-with-PatriceLawrence
o Patrice says: “I grew up in a household with a first generation Trinidadian and a first generation
Italian! When I returned to live with my mother when I was four, I had a strong working class
Brighton accent. When I moved to London, my daughter’s father – white, working class eastLondoner – sometimes used words and phrases I’d never heard in my life before, a melding of
the communities and cultures that lived on the estates where he grew up. Different resonances,
rhythms (and swear words) have always been part of my life.
o I’ve spent an embarrassing amount of time listening to young people talking to each other,
often on London buses. I imagine the character telling me the story, thinking about their points
of references and early years. If they used an analogy, what would they use for a comparison? (I
do have to test some things out on my daughter.)”
 Share these two paragraphs with the class and discuss the sorts of conversations, words and phrases
that they hear whilst traveling on buses, trains or other forms of transport.
o Put these headings on different pieces of flipchart paper stick them with Blu Tack on the walls,
or place them around the room.
 Character Background: early life, friends and where they lived.
 Character Now: where they live, job, age etc.
 Character Voice.
 Character Mood
 Character Description: clothes, etc.
 Character’s Interactions with other people
o Ask students to work in pairs generating lists of words on post its. They can stick their post its of
words on the flipchart papers around the room. Ask students to think of words or phrases
describing:
 Why people are on the bus/train etc.? Where have they come from and where are
they going?
 What mood are they in? How do the student’s know?
 What do they look like?
 How do they speak? Do they have an accent or dialect? What sorts of words and
phrases do they use?
 What sorts of clothes do they wear?
 Where do they live? Have they always lived there? Where did they grow up?
 What sort of family, relations and friends do they have?
 What is their taste in clothes, music, art, theatre, cinema, books and sport?

What is said about them by others?
 What are their reactions to other people on the bus?
o When students have completed their lists of words and the Flip chart papers begin to fill up
with Post Its draw the class together.
 Split the class into six groups and allocate one Flipchart paper with Post It notes to
each group. Also give each group a blank piece of flipchart paper.
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Ask each group to sort through the class words, gather duplicates together and
compile a master list of the words for each section on the blank piece of flipchart
paper.
Draw the class together and look at the lists of words that they have compiled.
o Ask students to use the class list of words to create their own character and write about how
that character feels whilst riding on a bus.
o You may wish to use the Creating a Character Sheet on p 5.




B. DIGITAL EVENT WITH PATRICE LAWRENCE
2. Digital Event with Patrice Lawrence
 Join Patrice Lawrence as she discusses how to create compelling characters. You can find the video here
https://www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk/?post_type=event&p=23493&preview=true


Discuss with students Patrice Lawrence’s top tips in writing compelling characters.

C. POST EVENT ACTIVITIES.
3. Developing a Character
 Watch this two minute video of Patrice Lawrence reading the beginning of her book “Eight Pieces of
Silva” from the Bookseller https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJAOtfUpqqY
 Ask students how Patrice Lawrence creates interest in the characters and the story :
o Which character is speaking?
o Where is her mum? Who is her mum with?
o Who is Silva? What is her relationship to Bex?
o How does Patrice build a picture of the character of Silva?
o How has Patrice described the breakfast table? What does this say about Silva?
o Is there mystery, suspense, tension in this beginning section?
o Is Patrice writing in the first or third person?
 Ask students to revisit their “On the Bus” character and write a “Flashback” about what happened to
the character just before they got on the bus. Students will need to consider:
o Will they write in the third or first person?
o Where will the scene happen? At the bus stop? At breakfast time?
o Who else will be in the scene? A family member? Or a friend? Or a stranger?
o What happens in the scene? How will this tell us more about the characters?
o Will there be a mystery? What things need to be left unsaid, but just inferred?
4. Storyboarding Events
 Students may wish to take the “Flashback” scene as the beginning of a short story.
 Ask students to storyboard the rest of a short story choosing 3 key events or scenes.
5. Further Reading -Books by Patrice Lawrence
 Orangeboy
 Eight Pieces of Silva
 Indigo Donut
 Splinters of Sunshine
 Students can find audio versions of some of Patrice Lawrence’s books at Audible here
https://www.audible.co.uk/search?searchAuthor=Patrice+Lawrence
TEACHER RESOURCES
 TES has a Character Development Booklet here https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/characterdevelopment-booklet-ks3-12078858
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Twinkle has resources on developing Characters here https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/ks3-englishlanguage-fiction-writing-l2-characters-lesson-pack-t3-e-1167
BBCBitesize has online resources on Character Analysis here
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3vwq6f/revision/1
Burts Drama has “Characterisation Exercises” which could be used as part of a drama lesson
https://burtsdrama.com/tag/characterisation-exercises/
Louise Tondeur has useful ideas about exploring writing through drama here
https://www.rhinegold.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/DT_SoW_2019-20_Autumn1_WordsTondeur.pdf
Eduqas has online activities to develop narrative writing here
https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=1195
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CREATING A CHARACTER
Character name _____________________________
Lists of Words or phrases
1. Character Background

2. Character Now

3. Character Voice.

4. Character Mood

5. Character Description:

6. Character’s
Interactions
ON THE BUS
Using the words you have chosen write two paragraphs from the point of view of your character as s/he is riding
on the bus.
o What are they feeling/thinking at that moment?
o What are their fears, hopes, loves and hates?
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