WELCOME TO BRADFORD LITERATURE FESTIVAL’S
HIDDEN HISTORIES
WITH RUTA SEPETYS
Age: This is most suitable for KS3 (aged 11-14) and KS4 (aged 14-16)
National Curriculum links: English, History, Art
Themes and Activities: The Spanish Civil War & Franco’s Dictatorship,
Picasso’s Guernica, Creating a Photo-story
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KS3 English National Curriculum Links;
 To increase and further develop student’s appreciation of our rich and varied literary heritage.
 To further develop student’s appreciation and love of reading.
 To increase student’s knowledge of the purpose, audience for and context of novels.

To increase student’s understanding of how to write for a wide range of purposes and audiences
by understanding the perspectives of different contemporary authors.
 To deepen students understanding of Animal Farm by George Orwell by investigating aspects of the
Spanish Civil War.
 To develop student’s skills in creating story lines by creating a photo-story.
KS3 Art National Curriculum Links
 To deepen student’s understanding of the work of Picasso by placing his work “Guernica” in the
context of the Spanish Civil war.
KS3 History National Curriculum Links & KS4 GCSE
 To deepen student’s understanding of the inter-war years and the rise of dictators through study
of the Spanish Civil War
 To further understand how a dictatorship functioned by using the example of Franco’s dictatorship

To develop students skills in analysing photographs as a source of evidence.
 To understand that histories shape identities.

A. PRE-EVENT SUGGESTIONS
1. What was the Spanish Civil War?
 Show students Picasso’s painting “Guernica”.
o You can find a large image of Guernica here on Nigel Jones website
https://mfljones.files.wordpress.com/2012/06/guernica1.jpg
o You can also find a very large and zoomable image of Guernica here from the “Rethinking
Guernica” website https://guernica.museoreinasofia.es/gigapixel/en/#3/63.11/-120.59
 Ask student what they can see in the painting:
o To the left a bull stands over a grieving woman holding a dead child in her arms.
o In the centre of the room is a horse with a large gaping hole in its side. It appears to be wearing
armour
o A dead and dismembered soldier lies under the horse. His severed right arm grasps a shattered
sword, from which a flower grows. The open palm of the soldier's left hand contains a stigma, a
symbol of martyrdom.
o A bare light bulb in the shape of an eye blazes over the horse's head.
o To the right of the horse a female figure appears to have floated into the room. She carries a
flame-lit lamp.
o Below the floating figure, a woman staggers towards the centre.
o A dove is scribed on the wall behind the bull.
o On the far right is a fourth woman, trapped by fire from above and below. Her right hand
suggests the shape of an airplane.
 Ask students what they think the painting is about. How does it make them feel?
 Explain to students that Picasso painted Guernica in Paris in 1937 in response to the bombing of
Guernica in the Basque region of northern Spain. The painting was exhibited in July 1937 in Paris.
o On 26 April 1937 the Nazi Luftwaffe bombed Guernica to help the Spanish Nationalists in their
fight against communists in Spain. This action helped the fascists to win the Civil War in Spain.
o George Orwell fought for the Republicans in the Spanish Civil War. He later wrote the book
“Animal Farm”. Some of his views in that book were shaped by his experiences in the Spanish
Civil war.
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General Francisco Franco led the Nationalist forces in the Spanish Civil War and after winning
the war he ruled Spain as a Dictator from 1939 until he died in 1975. He was buried in a very
large mausoleum in the Valley of the Fallen.
o Half a million people died in the Spanish Civil War from 1936-39 and 50,000 during Franco’s
dictatorship.
o In 1975 Spain became a democracy and both sides decided to forget the Civil War and the
casualties in the wars. It was called the Pact of Forgetting and was an attempt to put the past
behind them and concentrate on the future of Spain.
o In 2007 Spain officially started to remember the wars. The Spanish government passed a law to
recognise the Civil War victims.
Show students this four minute video from Neil Jones website “Spain debates law to recognise civil war
victims from 2007. You can find the four minute video here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zIDJ6J0czKY
o Students may also like to watch this four minute video from Neil Jones website “Digging up
Spain’s Dead”. You can find the video here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zR50ta3zGjY
Discuss as a class:
o Who writes our histories?
o Should some histories be forgotten or silenced?
o What are the consequences of silencing people’s histories?
Explain to students that Ruta Sepetys has written an historical novel based in Spain in 1957 called
“Fountains of Silence”. In 2019 she said in an interview “ if we ignore the past, we lose the opportunity
for reflection, discussion, and context in order to build a more just future”.
o You can find the interview on the Intellectual Freedom Blog here
https://www.oif.ala.org/oif/?p=18827
Discuss with students:
o Why they think that Ruta Sepetys chose the title “Fountains of Silence”.
o Why she thinks we should not silence the past
o









B. DIGITAL EVENT WITH RUTA SEPETYS
2. Digital Event with Ruta Sepetys
 Ruta Sepetys discusses and reads from her book “Fountains of Silence”, and the importance of historical
research. You can find the ten minute video here
https://www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk/?post_type=event&p=23510&preview=true
 There are five sections to the video. Ruta Sepetys:
o Discusses her book “The Fountains of Silence” from 0 minutes to 2.19 minutes.
o Discusses how to do historical research starting at 2.19 minutes.
o Discusses the importance of knowing other people’s stories starting at 3.43 minutes.
o Reads a section from her book “The Fountains of Silence” from 4.53 to 7.32 minutes
o Discusses how photographs and histories can be misinterpreted starting at 7.32 minutes


After watching the video discuss with students the issues that Ruta Sepetys raises:
o Why does History hold secrets and untold histories? How is History misinterpreted?
o Why they think that the USA supported Franco?
 The USA needed allies in Europe during the Cold War against Russia.
 American tourism and oil drilling was allowed in Spain as Franco need money. The
first Hilton hotel in Europe was built in Madrid.
o Ruta Sepetys says “If we don’t know someone’s story we make assumptions and judgement and
create false narratives” Why are false narratives dangerous?
o In Ruta’s book one of the characters says “We are prettier with our mouths shut. Life is prettier
with its mouth shut.” Do the students agree with this?
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C. POST EVENT ACTIVITIES.
3. The Ghost of Franco
 Explain to students that the legacy of the Spanish Civil war and Franco’s dictatorship is very much alive
in modern Spain.
 Show students the image of Franco’s mausoleum in the Valley of the Fallen, near Madrid, in this news
report from the BBC in 2020 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-54163390
o Explain that the mausoleum was built partly by political prisoners during Franco's regime.
o In 2019 Franco’s body was moved from this mausoleum to a smaller family grave.
o More than 100,000 victims are still missing.
o In 2020 the Spanish government planned to turn the mausoleum into a cemetery for people
who died on both sides of the conflict.
o In 2020 the Law on Democratic Memory was passed by the Spanish government which will
prevent publicly funded groups from glorifying Franco.
 Show students the two videos below the image of the mausoleum on the same webpage:
o A 37 second video on the removal of Franco’s coffin in 2019.
o A 5 minute video “Why Spain wanted to exhume Franco’s remains”
 Show students the image of the last statue of Franco being removed from Spain in February 2021 in this
news report from the Guardian https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/feb/23/last-public-statueof-spanish-dictator-franco-is-removed
 Discuss with the class whether removing all traces of Franco from Spain is the right policy.
o Or will this policy hide and silence different histories?
4. The Whole Picture
 Show students the 30 second video “Points of View”. This was a TV advert for the Guardian newspaper
first broadcast in 1986. You can find the video here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_SsccRkLLzU
o Pause the video at 9 seconds and ask students what they think is happening in the video. What
is the young man doing? How can they tell?
o Pause the video at 16 seconds and ask students what they think is happening now. What is the
young man doing? How can they tell?
o Pause the video at 2 seconds and ask students what they think is happening now.
 Discuss with the class the idea that photographs, just like written accounts of an event, often show just
one point of view. They can also be used to tell different stories, depending on who is telling the story. P
 Split the class into groups of five or six. Ask each group to create a storyline, showing three points of
view in up to five photographs. Students will need to:
o Create a storyline as a group.
o Discuss which members of the group will be photographed in the different parts of the story.
o Think about locations and props for the photographs.
o Take the photographs as a group.
o Prepare a PowerPoint presentation for the class with text and/or music added.
 Ask students to present their photo-stories to the rest of the class.
5. Further Reading -Books by Ruta Sepetys
 Between Shades of Grey
 Out of the Easy
 Salt to the Sea
 The Fountains of Silence
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TEACHER RESOURCES ON “THE FOUNTAINS OF SILENCE”
 Ruta Sepetys website has some useful resource here
https://rutasepetys.com/books/thefountainsofsilence/
 The discussion guide to The Fountains of Silence can be found here https://rutasepetys.com/wpcontent/uploads/2019/09/FountainsSilence_Guide.pdf
TEACHER RESOURCES ON THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR
 Worksheet on the Spanish Civil war
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nQP5HPbKTbFIvHDPWrZ6jUul3hjSzWX7/view
 History Learning Site https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/modern-world-history-1918-to-1980/thespanish-civil-war/

School History https://schoolhistory.co.uk/notes/causes-of-the-spanish-civil-war/
 Spartacus Educational on the Spanish Civil War and George Orwell https://spartacuseducational.com/WARspain.htm
 Warwick University https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/archives_online/digital/scw
o Timeline of the war
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/archives_online/digital/scw/simpletimeline/
 Main events of the Spanish Civil War http://www.users.dircon.co.uk/~warden/scw/scwevent.htm
 The International Brigade http://www.international-brigades.org.uk/
 Independent article on Guernica https://www.independent.co.uk/news/long_reads/nazi-war-crimeguernica-80-anniversary-bombing-spain-picasso-hitler-franco-a7704916.html
 TES resources https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/spanish-civil-war-6257224
 Teachit resources https://www.teachit.co.uk/resources/history/spanish-civil-war-dress-rehearsalsecond-world-war
 Active History https://www.activehistory.co.uk/Miscellaneous/menus/IB/Spanish_Civil_War/index.htm
TEACHER RESOURCES ON ANIMAL FARM
 Animal Farm Resources from BBC Bitesize https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zggdnbk/revision/2
 Animal Farm Resources from TES https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/animal-farm-full-schemeand-resources-ks3-12060531
 Animal Farm Resources from Teacher of English https://www.teacher-of-english.com/animal-farm(george-orwell)-teaching-resources-529.html

6

